
 
Meeting Notes 

 
Tuesday, August 12, 2025 

4:00-5:00 pm 
Paso del Norte Health Foundation 
221 N. Kansas, Meeting Room C 

 
Welcome and Introductions: 
Enrique Mata convened the meeting at 4:05 pm and called for brief introductions.  
Organizations represented include EPISO, Reckers Outreach, El Paso Independent School 
District, El Paso County Juvenile Justice Center, El Paso Center for Children, El Paso Child 
Guidance Center, Child Crisis Center of El Paso, El Paso Children’s Grief Center, NAMI El Paso, 
Paso del Norte Health Foundation, PdN Center at Meadows Institute  
 
Special Presentations:  
“El Paso Child Crisis Center’s 45th Anniversary,” Andrew Castañeda, Licensed Child Care 
Administrator (L.C.C.A), Director of Operations provided reflections of the contributions to the 
health of children and families in need that the El Paso Child Crisis Center has provided. He 
responded to questions from the group. PowerPoint slides are included with these notes. For 
more information contact Andrew Castañeda at: acastaneda@childcrisiselp.org  
 
“El Paso Human Services’ Youth and Women’s Transitional Shelter (YWTS) and Winchester 
shelter, Martha Anchondo and Luis Carlos Terrazas, Program Coordinators provided a thought 
provoking and informative presentation on the need for a YWTS in El Paso and how since it was 
opened, they have served over 20 women in need. They also reflected on the work with men in 
need through the Winchester House project. They responded to questions from the group. For 
more Information Contact Martha Anchondo marthaanchondo6565@gmail.com or Luis Carlos 
Terrazas srtjkd@hotmail.com . 
 
Presentation slides are included with these notes.  
 
Updates: 
Maria Carrillo called for the group to share community updates. Highlights include: 
 
• The Child Crisis Center of El Paso  will have a Golf Tournament in September. 
• El Paso Child Guidance Center is offering parenting classes and therapy services 

including services for Targeted Case Management, and other programs. They also have a 
new program called “Attachment Vitamin.” The program is unique in the country, and 
they are beginning to partner with schools and other agencies. 

• El Paso Children’s Grief Center is offering a range of services to address grief. They will 
be moving from the eastside to a just purchased forever home – they will be expanding 
their services. They also have their annual gala coming up in September. 
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mailto:srtjkd@hotmail.com
https://childcrisiscenterofelpaso.org/
https://epcgc.org/
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• EPISO is planning to offer Mental Health First Aid through churches. They are also 
planning an event entitled “reimagine El Paso” highlighting programs they have to offer. 
The target date for the event is October 12th from 3-5 pm. 

• El Paso Center for Children shared information on programs and services they offer.  
• Sandra Day announced that Paso del Norte Health Foundation will be releasing a 

Funding Opportunity in the next few weeks for programs to be considered under the 
Healthy Kids initiative. For more information click here.  

• Melissa Acosta announced that NAMIWalks El Paso 2025 is set for Saturday, October 
18th. This year’s NAMIWALKS event them is “Mental Health for All, here we come.”  
There is a Brain Trust Network Team for those who would like to participate. This event 
is now the region’s largest mental health awareness event and NAMI El Paso’s biggest 
fundraiser. In addition to the opportunity to learn about community service and support 
providers, activities at the event include a 5K walk that brings the community together 
to support mental health in the borderland. NAMIWalks El Paso 2025 is FREE and open 
to all. The 5K walk will be 2 loops around Ascarate Park Lake Registration Opens: 8 a.m. 
Opening Ceremony Starts: 9 a.m. Walk Begins: 9:30 a.m. for more information or to 
register click here 

 
Flyers or other information may be included below as part of these notes. 
 
Next Meeting: 
The Brain Trust now has a standing in person meeting time of 4:00 pm on the 2nd Tuesday of 
every other month.  
 
The Next Brain Trust Network meeting is scheduled for 4:00 pm, Tuesday, October 12th at 
Paso del Norte Health Foundation, 221 N. Kansas, 19th Floor Meeting Room C. For more 
information contact Enrique Mata at 915-253-0287, emata@mmhpi.org, or Josue Lachica at 
jlachica@mmhpi.org .  
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